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He must have been quite hopeless of conciliating his master's
regard, yet he was perfectly loyal, and would have undergone
any labour for the welfare of his liege.

The reason of the Nizam's strange conduct was this, that
Salar Jang, being an enlightened man, was anxious to introduce
good government into a distracted and well-nigh ruined state.
In that policy he was consistently supported by the British
Government. The Nizam therefore felt himself to be really
under the control of his Minister in all state affairs; then
chafing and fretting at this he revenged himself by punctiliously
enforcing a supervision in social matters.

Salar Jang had never up to that time seen any place except-
ing Hyderabad, and his being thus confined to one spot was
disadvantageous to him as an administrator. Indeed, consider-
ing how restricted was his actual vision, I was surprised to find
that he had so much liberality and comprehensiveness of view.
Still, no administration in India can prosper unless it be in-
spected by its chief from time to time. Hence the public
interest demanded that he should make tours through the
country, see his officers at their work, observe the needs for
works of public improvement and hear the grievances of the
people. The Nizam would never allow this unless moral pres-
sure were applied to him by the British Government; even then
he would yield only after a lengthened, perhaps an embittered,
argument. I was willing, however, to make the attempt, con-
sidering the administrative benefit that would result therefrom,
and the manifest absurdity of, the objections. The Governor-
General, however, feared that our relations with the Nizam
would be compromised thereby, and so the project dropped.

As Minister, Salar Jang had charge of the civil and military
administration of all the territories directly administered by
the Nizam's Government, and these formed the greater part of
the country. But there were some nobles to whom territory
was assigned in consideration of their maintaining troops or
otherwise perforating service for the state. Among these the
first was the Amtr-i-Kabir, hereditary commandant of the
Pagah or bodyguard of the Nizam, a considerable number of
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